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What is your role as the Manager of 

Cañon City’s Economic Development 

Department ?  
My responsibility is to create 

development opportunities that will 

diversify our economy, create primary 

jobs, increase the tax base, grow and 

support our downtown, and seek out and 

inject grant funding into our local 

economy. I oversee grant writing for the 

city and will oversee the Main Street 

Program Manager when hired, which will 

be soon. While I technically represent 

growth in Cañon City, the city is heavily 

affected by and influences the surround 

area as well, so I will also be partnering 

with surrounding communities, the 

Chamber of Commerce and Fremont 

Economic Development Corporation as 

much as possible to grow the entire area. 

   

How is Fremont County’s economy doing 

right now compared to the rest of 

Colorado ?  

I’m not sure I have a good answer about 

how Cañon City compares to the rest of 

Colorado, because the whole state has 

been hit hard by the pandemic and each 

county is operating a little differently – 

this is certainly not business as usual. In 

terms of unemployment numbers, in June 

Fremont County unemployment was 
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The Royal Gorge Bridge, 5 miles west of Downtown Cañon City. 

Real Estate & Unemployment Up  
As we continue to settle into our new normal, Colorado is becoming a haven for 

employees that are now location-neutral or want to flee COVID hot-spots. As a 

result, The Colorado Association of Realtors recorded a 21 percent year-over-

year increase in single-family homes in July. In Cañon City, some local business 

are making a comeback, and everyone seems to be enjoying the late summer 

weather during the downtown farmers market on Thursdays. 3 Rocks Engineering 

is working full steam ahead, with multiple new projects and new team members. 

slightly higher than the state as a whole; 10.9% vs. 10.7%, making us the 18
th
 highest unemployment 

rate of the state’s 64 counties. Cañon City has been hit in a different way than other communities. 

Tourism is of course a big part of our community, and many business owners rely on revenue during 

the tour season to sustain them through the remainder of the year. That revenue level just isn’t 

there. Other larger communities, who are more able to sustain year round revenue for their businesses 

will fare better in the long run. Being a smaller community, Cañon City tends not to be a destination in 

and of itself. Tourists come here to do something then tend to leave, like ride the scenic railroad, visit 

the Royal Gorge Bridge, go on a raft trip, jeep tour or zip line. They tend to return to their original 

destination, usually Colorado Springs or Denver, when their activities are done. Because of our 

dependence on tourism dollars, I’m sorry to say we may see our small businesses struggle more in the 

coming months than businesses in other parts of the state. It’s our mission to change that.   
 

How have projects been affected by COVID?  

We had several nice projects that were beginning to take shape before COVID-19 that paused as a 

result, and for the most part, they are still moving forward. The pandemic wasn’t as much of a hit to 

projects as it is to small businesses. Many Investors took a “wait and see” stance and put on the brakes 

a little bit. We still see a lot of good things happening and promise for these project injecting activity into 

our community and economy. Many of the project developers were also very interested in the creation 

of an Urban Renewal Authority (URA), which is coming very close to reality. The URA is a great tool to 

help create development that likely isn’t possible without it. As we move forward with the URA, we look 

forward to a lot of these projects picking up steam. There are still uncertainties, however, like the rising 

cost of building materials. COVID caused a reduction of inventories partially as more people were off 

work doing projects and partially because of factories and distributors being closed down as non-

essential. We’re in somewhat of a wait-and-see about that as well, and we anticipate materials returning 

to normal over the next months. There really is a lot of activity yet on the horizon in this area; we just 

need to do our part to help make them a reality. Again, this is no longer business as usual; everything is 

a little more risky right now!   

To unsubscribe from this email, click here 

https://www.3rocksengineering.com/
https://c1a374ed-ebfc-48fb-a2d3-05051b60c969.filesusr.com/ugd/f8f525_017c9db210104874a08cc6a32165501b.pdf
https://c1a374ed-ebfc-48fb-a2d3-05051b60c969.filesusr.com/ugd/f8f525_017c9db210104874a08cc6a32165501b.pdf
https://c1a374ed-ebfc-48fb-a2d3-05051b60c969.filesusr.com/ugd/f8f525_017c9db210104874a08cc6a32165501b.pdf
https://forms.gle/E3kFUgNSWi6UeCWq9

